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ARTICLE FOUR - PROFESSIONAL EXPECTATIONS 
(All sections of this article apply to all faculty, unless otherwise noted.) 
 
A. Academic Freedom: The District, the Colleges and unit members will adhere to the 

following in regard to academic freedom:  
 

1. Education in a democracy depends upon earnest and unceasing pursuit of truth and upon 
free and unrestricted communication of truth.  

 
 2. Faculty members shall be free to exercise academic freedom, including freedom of 

investigation, freedom of discussion in the classroom, freedom to select texts and other 
instructional materials, freedom of assignment of instructional exercises, and freedom of 
evaluation of student efforts.  

 
 3. Faculty members acknowledge that in the exercise of academic freedom they have a 

responsibility to be accurate and comprehensive in making reports, to be fair-minded in 
making interpretations and judgments, to respect the freedoms of other persons, to 
exclude irrelevant matters from classroom discussions and instructional exercises, and to 
make appropriate distinctions between statements of fact made as faculty subject matter 
specialists and opinions made as private citizens.  

 
 4. The District recognizes the fundamental right of the faculty member to be free from any 

censorship or restraint which might interfere with the faculty member's obligation to 
pursue truth and maintain his/her intellectual integrity in the performance of his/her 
teaching functions.  

 
B. Personal Freedom 

 
 1. The personal life of a faculty member is not an appropriate concern of the District for the 

purposes of evaluation or disciplinary action unless it prevents the faculty member from 
performing his/her assigned duties or it calls for discipline under the provisions of the 
Education Code.  

 
 2. A faculty member shall be entitled to the full rights of citizenship and no religious or 

political activities, or lack thereof, of any unit member shall be used for purposes of 
disciplinary action.  

 
C. The Faculty Member Shall:  
 
 1. Provide instructional and/or non-instructional services specified by the faculty member’s 

contract and/or staff assignment sheet.  
 
 2.  Maintain currency in subject matter and/or service area. 
 

3. Instruct courses in a manner consistent with curriculum committee approved course 
outlines. Provide non-instructional services in a manner consistent with approved position 
description.  
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4B10A6 An applicant who is denied the use of College facilities and 
 who contends that the denial is based on incorrect or 
 inequitable application of these regulations may appeal the 
 denial as provided in the College policy on advocacy and free 
 expression. 

 
4B10A7 This policy is not intended to supersede the provisions of the 

 Civic Center Act. 
 
4B10B Non-student visitors to College classes may be approved but 

 must not disrupt the classes. 
 
   Specific procedures shall be developed by each College for 

 classroom visitors. 
 
4B11 Controversial Issues in Curriculum 
 
 All criticisms of the curriculum, publications, or instructional materials authorized 

for use in the Kern Community College District which are directed to the attention 
of the Board of Trustees or the College administration must be presented in writing 
so that proper consideration and reply can be made.  This policy also applies to 
textbooks, library books or materials, magazines, audio-visual aids, courses of 
study, or instructional guides. 

 
4B11A  Criticisms in writing must include specific reference to titles, authors, 

publishers, and page numbers of each individual item against which 
charges are made. 

 
4B11B When such criticisms are referred to the Chancellor, the Board of 

Trustees shall be notified and a committee of College personnel may 
be assigned to study and report on the criticisms.  Interested lay 
citizens may be consulted.  Results of such a study shall then be 
reported to the Board of Trustees for further action. 

 
4B11C The discussion of controversial issues in the classroom is essential 

to the development of informed and responsible citizens.  Instructors 
are to be encouraged to provide opportunities for the development 
of clear thinking, balanced judgment, intelligent choices, and an 
understanding of the methods and devices of propaganda. 

 
  In such activities, instructors shall emphasize loyalty to the United 

States, the importance of good citizenship, and vigilance in 
protecting our freedom and shall refrain from using classroom 
privileges to promote partisan politics, sectarian religious views, or 
selfish propaganda of any kind. 
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